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21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be 

liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to 

judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be 

liable to the hell of fire. 23 So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your 

brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to 

your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25 Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you 

are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, 

and you be put in prison. 26 Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny. 
 
When you go to a store or a shopping place, you have probably seen a sign that said, “shoplifters will be 
prosecuted”. Or if you driving on the road, you probably saw a sign that said, “Speeding fines doubled” 
or “fines for littering”.  
But imagine seeing a sign “you shall not kill”. No, you don’t see such a sign do you?  
It is assumed that you know that taking another human being’s life is a grievous offense, a crime or a 
felony.  
Paul, in Romans chapter one, writes that the law of God is written in your hearts.  
 
We saw two weeks ago that the Law cannot save you from condemnation. It can keep you from getting 
into trouble. But the Law cannot make you righteous. The Law is like a school master showing you what 
the boundaries are. The Law simply shows the impossibility of keeping it perfectly.  
And the Sermon on the Mount is not a requirement for becoming a Christian or a disciple of Jesus Christ 
but a principle for people who are already disciples. 
 
And the principle or ethic for disciples of Jesus Christ is not doing the minimum but to exceed those 
who claim they have enough righteousness. Jesus said that “unless your righteousness exceeds that of 
the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven” Matthew 5:20. 
 
So today in our passage, Jesus teaches his disciples what it looks like to exceed the righteousness that 
religious leaders supposedly thought they had.  
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Now, before we look at this passage, no one has enough righteousness to enter the kingdom of God. It is 
only through Jesus Christ we have a righteousness that is acceptable to God. Jesus Christ is our 
righteousness.  
How do you receive this righteousness? By faith in Jesus Christ! 
“we know that a person is not justified (made righteous) by works of the law but through faith in Jesus 
Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by 
works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified”. Galatians 2:16 
 
This righteousness from Christ is so great that even murderers can be counted as righteous when they 
repent put their faith in Jesus Christ.  
 
But the Pharisees taught a version of righteousness that was not accurate. Jesus rightly interprets the 
Law for his disciples and for us today. 
 
Let’s look at verses twenty-one. 
21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be 
liable to judgment.’  
 
Have you heard people say “As long as you don’t hurt anyone or kill anyone, you are ok?” I have heard 
people say such things. Well, to Jesus that is not ok. The Pharisees were saying such things too.  
Jesus knows that the teaching they heard in those days was something to the effect of “Don’t murder. If 
you murder know that you will have face the judgment of the court”.  
That is why Jesus tells his disciples “you have heard”. They knew and heard the words of the Law but 
what is not what the Law said. 
 
The Law of God never added anything to the sixth commandment, “Do not murder”.  
The commandment simply said, “Do not murder”. Period. 
 
Surely, the letter of the Law is important but Jesus goes deeper than the letter of the Law.  
Murder is unlawful in the eyes of God but what about anger? 
Jesus knew the heart of man including of the Pharisees.  
They had a fine way of saying as if resentment or anger or bitterness is ok as long as you don’t murder.  
So Jesus interprets the spirit of the Law to his disciples.  
Look at verse twenty-two. 
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22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever 
insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of 
fire.  
 
The first thing you ought to notice is how Jesus teaches. Jesus says, “I say to you”. Jesus taught with 
authority. The scribes and Pharisees exercised authority in teaching the Law of God but Jesus has higher 
authority. Notice the reaction of the people when he had finished his Sermon on the Mount. 
“And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, 29 for he was 
teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.” Matthew 7:28 
 
The second thing you ought to notice is the emphasis places on relationships. Jesus teaches how you and 
I ought to treat each other from within. Not just external keeping of the law. 
Yes, you know what the Law says. You have heard the teaching of the Law. There are consequences to 
committing murder. However, there is something deeper within the heart of man that is more than just 
avoiding murder. It is a heart of resentment and anger.  
 
 The third thing you ought to notice is how Jesus equates the penalty for murder with anger. Anyone 
who is angry with his brother is going to be judged. Anyone who insults his brother will be liable. And, 
anyone who calls his brother “you fool” has hell fire to expect. A human court could sentence someone 
to prison or give the death penalty for committing murder. But no one human court can send a murderer 
to hell. Only God has that authority.  
 
What is Jesus’ point? 
Avoiding murder can keep you from prison but sinful anger can send you to hell.  
Murder is wrong. Murder is sin. Murder is a violation of God’s Law but sinful anger is equally offensive 
to God. 
The Lord Jesus Christ is very concerned about the heart condition than your attempts to avoid trouble 
from the law.  
The Old and New Testament authors remind us about anger and how it is to be avoided.  
 

• Anger is the fruit of the flesh not the Spirit. Galatians 5:20.  
• Cease from anger and abandon wrath; Do not get upset; it leads only to evildoing. Psalm 37:8 
• Let anger be removed from you. Ephesians 4:31 
• Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to 

anger; 20 for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God. James 1:19-20 
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• The only anger we ought to have is to be troubled by what causes us to be angry. Paul writes to 
the Ephesians this way, “Be angry and do not sin”. Be angry with whatever is causing you to be 
bitter or resentful towards others.  

• Do not be eager in your spirit to be angry, For anger resides in the heart of fools. Ecclesiastes 7:9 
 
So, if sinful anger is such a serious offense to God, what is Jesus’ remedy? 
Answer: Reconciliation. 
 
Look at verse twenty-three through twenty-four. 
 
23 So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something 

against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then 

come and offer your gift.  
 
Notice here that Jesus makes connection between offering a gift to God and the offense you may have 
caused your brother or sister? 
 
What is the connection and why does Jesus make such a connection? 
First, a gift has to do with pleasing God in the hope that God would absolve your offense.  
Second, you could think that even though you caused some offense to a brother or sister, a gift to God 
would someone absolve you of your responsibility in saying sorry.  
So here Jesus tells his disciples the following remedial instruction: 
If you remember that a brother or sister has something against you, take immediate measures to make 
amends.  
 
Here is Jesus’ specific instruction. 
“leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother”.  
Your gift to God is not as important as being reconciled with a fellow brother or sister.  
 
The New Testament surely instructs us to live in a way that promotes harmony. 
“If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all”. Romans 12:18 
“Strive for peace with everyone” Hebrews 12:14 
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Jesus wants his disciples to live in a way that reconciliation is top priority. And the fall out for not living 
that way could cause trouble for you. The offended brother or sister could take you to court. It could 
result in consequences that are quite unfavorable to you.  
 
Look at the last two verses: 
 
25 Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your accuser 
hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 26 Truly, I say to 
you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny. 
 
Come to terms quickly with your accuser. Otherwise, face consequences.  
Now, should a Christian brother or sister take a fellow brother or sister to court? Shouldn’t they forgive? 
Yes. Jesus taught that we must forgive. Not one time not seven times but seventy-times seven.  
However, if you caused the offense, you must act first. Act quickly. Be reconciled. Don’t wait thinking 
they ought to forgive you. This is not Christ-like thinking. 
You know the biggest hindrance to being reconciled with others? It is pride.  
Saying sorry is simple but can be so difficult to some people. I know Christian people who will not 
fellowship with others.  
Sadly, we hear about Christian marriages being torn apart and ending up in separation. How wonderful 
would it be to hear the news of a husband or a wife saying “we have reconciled”.  
Our Lord Jesus says “Do it immediately”.  
If you are finding it difficult to reconcile ask God for courage and humility. God will give both. 
 
I remember a man who ran a restaurant. He said to me about an employee who stopped working there. “I 
will never forgive so and so”.  
 
Paul writes in the book of Romans that you and I were once enemies of God. We were subject to God’s 
wrath but God did not give us what we deserve. Instead, God reconciled us. 
“For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son” Romans 5:10 
“And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in 
his body of flesh by his death” Colossians 1:21-22  
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-------------------------------------- Discipleship Questions--------------------------------------------- 
MESSAGE SUMMARY: Go and Be Reconciled. Matthew 5:21-26 
HEAD: These questions help you examine the truth of God’s Word.  

1. Why does our Lord Jesus Christ equate the consequences of murder with that of sinful anger or 
resentment? Matthew 15:19, Galatians 5:19-20, Ephesians 4:30-31 

HEART: These questions help you wrestle with what you believe. 
1. Do you believe that you are to reconcile with others (if you cause any offense) and also be a 

messenger of reconciliation? Why? 2 Corinthians 5:18-20 
2. What is God convicting you of and to believe in light of this message? 

HANDS/HABITS: These questions help you bring the truth into your everyday life and develop 
behaviors that change your habits. 

1. For personal reflection: Is there anyone in your life that you need to reconcile with? What will 
you do about it? 


