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11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted 
the prophets who were before you.” 
 
Today we are wrapping up the Beatitudes with verses eleven and twelve. These two verses are an 
extension of what Jesus taught in verse ten. Jesus said, “Blessed are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven”.  
True righteousness is receiving the righteous life of Jesus Christ and living it out.  
No one is righteous before God. All have sinned. You have sinned. I have sinned. All have missed the 
mark of perfect righteousness. So, all deserve the justice and wrath of God.  
You hear in the news the ruling of the courts on a regular basis. The Supreme Court has reached about 
so and so.  
And as natural born sinners, our verdict was by default “guilty”. 
But when you put your faith in Jesus Christ, God declared you righteous. 
God overturned the deadly verdict that you once deserved by making an incredible pronouncement.  
God is “just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus” Romans 3:26 
Declared righteous. Signed by the blood of Christ. And your name has been recorded in the roles of 
heaven. 
What a great declaration! And what God decrees no man can overturn.   
 
So now, living righteously is what God aspires for you do for the rest of your life. 
However, as you attempt to live a righteous life, what could happen? 
 
In these two verses, Jesus amplifies for us the practical realities of living a righteous life.  
You can see three major observations from what our Lord teaches his disciples. 
 
First observation:  
Your identity is in Christ alone. 
 
As you follow Christ, you are to expect low approval rating, low appreciation, low endorsement, little or 
no admiration from this world. But expect high approval high acceptance from God. Matter of fact, as a 
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disciple of Jesus Christ, you are already accepted by God since the time you repented and trusted in him 
as your Lord and Savior. You are blessed even when persecution comes your way. 
 
Verse eleven – “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account”. 
Jesus uses three words or phrases to describe what you may expect and experience as his disciple.  
Reviling – This has to do with shaming, mocking, scolding or defaming you. 
Persecution – this is going after someone because they stood up for Christ and his righteousness.  
“Saying all kinds of evil against you” – Surely people said a lot of false things of our Lord.  
 
As we speak, there is a place in northeast India that is experiencing quite some hardship and persecution. 
At least three hundred churches have been destroyed as a result of ethnic conflict. Hundreds of people 
displaced from their homes. Last week, I heard that a pastor who feared for his life and wanted to leave 
his town but decided against it. Why? He wanted to be a witness. And those who lost their homes and 
churches took to the streets to pray and worship. I heard that there was a forty kilometer long prayer.  
 
When we look at the early believers in the first century, they were all persecuted.  
Peter was put in prison for preaching Jesus. Paul was accused of many things.  
But in spite of persecution the believers grew in number. What was common in these believers? Their 
identity was in Jesus Christ alone. Joy and comfort in the Holy Spirit.  
 
When these things happen, you need not see them as if you are reaping the consequences of an evil 
deed. Unless, of course you are doing those things that are unlawful and evil.  
There are enough philosophies in this world that say something like this. I am paying for my past. 
Karma has caught up to me.  
No, for a Christian, that is not true. You may see a backlash for living a righteous life but you never 
experience such things apart from Christ.  
See what Jesus says at the end of verse eleven? On my account.  
You have done right. You are living life in obedience to Christ and his commandments.  
Jesus says, “blessed are you”.  
Trials or persecutions are living proof that you are a true disciple of Jesus Christ. 2 Thessalonians 1:5 
 
And there are some people who promote a view that only good things must happen to Christians. Jesus 
makes no such promises.  
 
Hear the words of our Lord in the Gospel of John. 
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“If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep 
yours. 21 But all these things they will do to you on account of my name, because they do not know him 
who sent me.” John 15-20-21 
 
Listen to Peter in his epistle: 

“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something 
strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also 
rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.” 1 Peter 4:12-14 
 
There is a simple way to avoid any kind of trouble as a Christian. Simply acknowledge that Christ is one 
among many. Jesus is a good man. Jesus is a good teacher. Jesus promoted morals. If you say and live 
life like this , you will have no issue with anyone ever. People say I respect Jesus but all this talk about 
death resurrection and he being the only way to God, the minute you stand and say “Jesus is the way, the 
truth and the life”, you can expect trouble from unbelievers but never from God. But you see that is the 
most distorted form of Christianity. 
 
It is said that Polycarp who was a disciple of the Apostle John was told to deny Christ if he wanted to 
live. This was about 106AD. The Roman official said, “Reproach Christ, and I will set you free”. 
Polycarp was 86 years old. To that Polycarp said these words ““86 years have I have served him, and he 
has done me no wrong. How can I blaspheme my King and my Savior?”. The result? Polycarp was burnt 
alive.  
 
Jesus himself said in Matthew chapter ten that he must be first. 
“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a 
sword. 35 For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 And a person's enemies will be those of his own 
household. 37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son 
or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is 
not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” 
Matthew 10:34-39.  
 
Now, Jesus does not mean every day and every place or every country will face the same level of 
persecution. We are blessed to live in a country that has a heritage of righteousness. We enjoy freedoms 
while we can but may never reproach Christ. 
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Second observation:  
Respond with rejoicing and gladness. 
 
So, as a Christian you should expect reviling, persecution or malice from others. But how should you 
respond when these things happen? 
 
Look at verse twelve. 
12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.” 
Rejoice and be glad. These two words are not suggestions by our Lord. These are commands. Of course, 
rejoicing and being glad does not come naturally when others are being hateful or persecuting you or say 
evil things about you. That is why reliance on the Holy Spirit is key.  
Paul and Silas are in prison with chains on their legs but they are praying and singing hymns. How do 
you do that? By the comfort of the Holy Spirit.  
“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something 
strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also 
rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 1 Peter 4:12-13. 
 
Suffering is also God’s way to produce Christ-likeness in you. “..suffering produces endurance, 4 and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, 
because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” 
Romans 5:4-5 
 
Third observation:  
Be heavenly minded. 
 
12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.” 
 
For Christians, our identity is in Christ and our future is with God and our goal is heaven. Our rejoicing 
is grounded is in the fact that there is a great reward for those follow Christ.  
I have talked to people, people who are close and have asked them – have you thought about what 
happens after you die. I have heard from one man that he does want to think about it. All he wants to do 
is have the best time now. Ok. Are you in control over what happens tomorrow? 
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Those wealthy people who had gone on an expedition to the Titanic wreck probably expected to come 
back and tell a story. 
Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:2 “For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we 
have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this tent we 
groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling” . 
 
Here is a reason to comforted when trials come your way when you suffer for Christ. 
 
12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.” 
 
You are not the only one who may go through a trial for Christ. They are others who have gone through 
such trials.  
“Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being 
experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world” 1 Peter 5:8-9 
 
Yesterday, I read an article about a couple from Wisconsin who served in Uganda for seven years. In 

1997, they had sold their ninety-six year old family farm and left to Uganda. However, in 2004, 

militants came and shot them down. Their two sons were devastated. All their faith seemed to have 

gone. But over time, they found comfort in God. Their parent’s sacrifices were not in vain. Their lives 

counted for Christ.  

“If Jesus Christ be God and died for me, then no sacrifice can be too great for me to make for Him” C T 

Studd. 

May the Lord Jesus Christ give us strength.  
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-------------------------------------- Discipleship Questions--------------------------------------------- 
MESSAGE SUMMARY: Rejoice and be glad when persecuted for Christ. Matthew 5:11-12 
HEAD: These questions help you examine the truth of God’s Word.  

1. As a disciple of Jesus Christ, in what ways is your identity tied to Jesus Christ? Galatians 3:29, 
Titus 3:7, Acts 14:22, Romans 8:16-17, 2 Thessalonians 1:5 

HEART: These questions help you wrestle with what you believe. 
2. How can we rejoice and be glad when things don’t go well because of living a righteous life on 

account of Christ? Go around and share. James 1:2-4, Romans 5:3-5, 1 Peter 1:6-7, 2 Corinthians 
4:17 

3. What is God convicting you of and to believe in light of this message? 

HANDS/HABITS: These questions help you bring the truth into your everyday life and develop 
behaviors that change your habits. 

1. For personal reflection: In what ways should we not attempt to avoid inconvenience, hardship, 
trials or even persecution as disciples of Christ? Mark 8:38, Matthew 10:33, 2 Timothy 2:12, 1 
John 2:23, 2 Peter 2:1 

 


